A Tremendous Tale That Rises Steadily 


To a Terrifying Climax 


The Rats in the Walls 


By H. P. LOVECRAFT 


shan Priory after the last 
‘workman bed finished hie I 
tur ‘The restoration had been ast: 
podous task, for ithe had remained 
A the deserted pile but a shelike rin; 
yet because it Rad been the eat of my 
Antetors [let no expense deter me. The 
place bad not been inhabited since the 
reign of James the First, when a trag 
tay of intensely hideoos, though largely 
unexplained, nature had struck dows 
the master, five of his children, and sev. 
teal srvents, and driven forth under 2 
loud of suspicion and terror the third 
son, my Tneal progenitor snd the enly 
frsvor ofthe abhorred line 
With this sole heir denounced as 2 
murderer, the estate had reverted tothe 
‘cows, nor had the accused man made 
try attempt to excalpate himwelf or re 
fin bis property, Shaken by some 
Aorror greater than that of consiense 
(the Taw, and expressing only « fran 
tie wah to exclude the ancient edifice 
from his sight and memory, Walter do 
ta Poer, eleventh Baron Exam, fed to 
‘Viepnia and there founded the fasily 
srbeh by the next century had become 
iow ax Delapore. 


O' July 16, 1998, 1 moved into 


Bxhum Priory had remained unten- 
sted, though Inter alloted tothe estates 
af the Norrys familly and much studied 
because of its peoliarly composite ar 
ehitectare; an architecture fnvolving 
Gothic towers resting on u Saxon or 
Romaneaqae mabatruetare, how fou 
ation in turn wat of © still encier 
crder or bend of oners—Roman, and 
ven Deuidic oF native Cymrie if leg 
‘ends speak truly. This foundation was 
very singular thing, being merged on 
‘one side withthe solid limestone of the 
precipice from whose brink the priory 
‘overlooked & desnlate valley thre miles 
vest of the village of Anchester. 

Arehteets and antiquariaos loved to 
examine this strange roll of forgotten 
centuries, but the country folk hated it 
‘They had hated it hundreds of years be- 
ore, whee. my ancestors Lived thery, and 
they bated it now, with the mom and 
‘mould of abandonment on it. 1 had not 
Deen a day in Anchester before I knew T 
ame of an accurved house, And this 
‘wen workmen have blown up Bxhar 
Priory, and are busy obliterating the 
‘traces of its fonndations, 


TY HE bare satis ot my ancy F 
‘had always known, together with 
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‘dart purposefully out of the open door 
‘down’ the stein. 1 drowned away’ the 
‘oon, and in the afternoon called 
sain on Capt, Nore who teenie ex- 
‘reg terested fa what Told hs. 
‘The od incideuts—so ight yet 0 
carjour—appeaied. to his rae of the 
Piturenae, and eited from hin 
Tod hunber of reminigenee of loa! gost 
with Ip lore We were guinely perpered 
Tap. at the presen of rats aud Norra leat 

Soe wont traps and pargren, which 
iad the servant place in static oel- 
‘tis when I reted 

Tratred esl, being Very sleepy, bat 
vean haresed by dretns of the mest 
Terrible sore. 1 seed tobe looking 
down from aa fmiuense beght upou 8 
wit rota, lcedeep. with Ah, 

‘where a whitebeurded daemon swine. 
ier ove about with estat Bore 
af fungous, fay beasts whove sper 
Soe fled me wit nutterabe Yat 
in. Moet, as the swincerd paused end 
sided over hin tak tighty sara 
ft rate rained. down ot the stinking 
Shy and fal to devouring beast and 
toa alike. 

‘From this tere vision 1 was 
sbrapty ‘raked Ly the motins” of 
Nigger Aten eho bad bese seeping as 
tstal across my feet, This time I did 
fot have to quetion the sours of bis 
‘rls and bine, and ofthe fear wick 
‘sade him sink is claws into my ane, 
‘Soouscous of erect for on 
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‘With the two mea, Test down to 
‘ith’ aaseocs, sound the” verminowt 

‘And as I" watched, 1 knew that Sitterng of ravens raiNOt ane door ofthe sbi, bt found the 
Nigger Man was not "yainly eacteg. tering of ravenous, gigantic rats 0 giready dispersed. Later I resolved 
‘Whether the arras actully moved I eas: {o explore the erypt below, but forthe 
et my. Thnk i dd very thy: heh had nen eplased~but peg laa hd 
begets Led ot too tightened 10 -eiteh o at a st 
rate oF ioe. had nto radiance 1% sare 

jumped bodily cu the erening taper yah’ c hikes ean Gy taetes and me, Taat in my study tll moraing, 
‘uy, bringing the afected section to the fapoxtry, cussing the somewhat peeaiar NKINE profoundly. and recalling 
floor with his weight, and exposing = dexigna to cxocute a ningulae dance of re 

damp, ancient wall of stone; patched Gra, ‘This motion duappeared lost 

here ad thereby the ratarer, sid de St once and the sound with Sprig 

‘old of any trace of rodent prowlers dy ut of bad, 1 poked at the arrax 
‘NiggsMan raced up and. down the withthe long boudle of werning:pat 

ftoor hy this part of the wall awiog Yat revieg near ald lifted one section 

‘he fallen ara and semingly trying at tg sev what ly beneair There was 

Aime to inert paw between the wll nothing bot the patched stone wall, ead 

and the oaken or. He found nothing, even the eat had lot bis tense relia 

and after a tine rurved wearily to his ion of abnor prewnees When 

place across my feet Thad not moved, examined the circular trap that hed 

‘but Tid ot hep again that night” een placed in tho room, 1 fouud all of 


the openings sprung, though no trace 
‘empined of what had been eanght and 
iad escaped 

‘Further sleep was out ofthe question, 
oo, lighting eandle, T opened the door 
‘and went out in the gallery toward the 
stairs to my study; Nigger Man follow. 
ing at my heel Before we had reached 
‘the stone stop, however, the eat darted 
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the place—things tke "P. GRTAR, 
PROP... TEMP... DONA...” 

id "Ly, PRABC.... VB... PONTUPL 
2 ATYS « 

‘The reference to Atys made me 
shiver, for T bad reed Catallas and 
sinew tontthing of the hideous rites of 
the Eastern god, hove worship was wo 
‘hined with that of Cybele. Norrys and 
{iy the light of lanterns tried to ine 
expret the edd and nearly effaced de- 
‘signs on certain regularly 
Mocks of stone generally beld-to be 
altar, bat could make nothing of thee. 
We remembered that ove pattern, a sort 
sf rayed sun; was beld by stadente C0 
ply « uo0-Ronan origin, sbesesting 
hat these altars bad merely been 


‘Hdopted. by the Roman priests from before, 
aboriginal 


tome ‘okler and perhaps 
teniple ou the same site. On one of 
‘heer blocks were some brows stains 
Ihieb made we wonder. The largest, 
lithe eeater of the room, bad certain 
faturer oo the upper surface which in: 
‘lente ite eomneetion with Bre—prob- 
iy burnt offerings. 

‘Such were the sights in that erypt 
‘Veloce wove door the eats bed howled, 
and where Norys and I now deter 
‘ained to pam the wight. Cooehes were 
brought’ down by the servants, who 
vwere tald‘not to mind any nocturaal 
‘etlons of the eats, and Nigger Ban was 
Mnitted as muel for help ss for eom- 
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or perhaps lesi—had be known what 
‘twas Ut mado me yoremn. But I did 
fot remenibor- myself tll later, Uti 


Norryy waked me. wlien the phe- 
nomena begun. Out of the same fright- 
fol dreatn T-weyealled by” his gentle 
shaking and hy urging to listen to the 
fats. Undead, there was inuc to listen 
(6, for beyond the closed door at the 
‘end of the stone step was a vesitable 
sightnare of feline yelling and claw. 
ing, whilst Nigger Mas, unmindfal of 
iis Kindred ottside, wae runuing ex 
sitedly around the bare stove walls, i 
‘which F heard the same babel of wearry- 
fg rats tht had troubled me the aight 

‘An acute rfor now rove within me, 
for here were anowalies which nothing 
Normal could well explain, These rat, 
Itt the ereatares of « madness while 
1 shared with tho eats lene, must be 
Ivurroming and sliding in Roman. walle 
ind thought to be of solid limestone 
block. «ules perhaps the action of 
‘water through more than seventeen 
Centuries hall estan winding tonnely 
‘which rodent bodies had woon lear and 
lample -»- But even 0, the spectral 
hhorror was no les; for if these were 
{iving vermin why did not Norrys hear 
their disgusting commotion? Why aid 
he urge me to wateh NiggerMan anc 
Histon to the este outside, and why did 


‘ne quese wildly and vaguely at what 


could have aroused them? 
‘By the time T had managed to tell 
him ay rationally x T could, what T 
Shag wat nrg my a are ms 
nding inpreasion of the veurry- 
ing, wbioh had retreated ll dowe- 
‘ward, far undemeath this deepest 
‘of mubeliane tll Se emed aa if the 
‘whole. oil below were riddled with 
questing rats, "Norrya was not as 
skeptiont as Thad antloipated, but in- 
stead seemed profoundly moved. He 
‘motioned to me to notice tht the eats 
at the door had ceased their clamor, 0s 
if ising up the rate for lost; whist 
WiggerMen bad a burst of renewed 
‘eatleespem, and was clawing frantical 
{y around the bottom ofthe large ste 
altar in the center of the room, whieh 
was nearer Norrys? couch than imine 
‘My fear of the unknown was at this 
point very great, Something astound- 
Ine hd ccred and Ts ta Cat. 
‘ore, & younger, stouter, end prevus- 
ably more naturally materialise man, 
‘wae acted fully a rouch na myself 
perhapa becnuse of his lifelong nd in- 
‘imate fariarty with local legend. We 
‘veld for tho moment do nothing bat 
‘watch the old Back eat ae ho pawed 


with decreasing fervor at the bave of 
the ultar, occasionally looking wp and 
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srry of human ose buman 
Eine Tos ick reed eto 
location an sien towed ates 
ff paul fear, a oer all wee. te 
Tur of rodent. gnawing. The tle 
inated nating sort of ter idoey, 
‘retin, oF priativ seapedom 
“Ato the boli iter stops 
arched a davon ding pangs soenngly 
‘sels from the solid reek, and eeu 
octing 6 curt of ai Te coment 
sras not s sudden Sd norecs Fath at 


- from a closed vault, but a cool breeze 


with sometbing of freshness in it. We 


did not pause long, bat shiveringly be- 


fn to clear a passage down the esp. 
‘fewas then that Sir Wiliam, examining 
the hewa walls, meds the odd observa: 
tion that the passage, according to the 
direction of the strokes, must have been 
chineled from beneath, 


J] MU8T be very aatiberate now, ana 
‘choose my words. 
After ploughing down a few steps 


, amidet the gnawed bones we suw that 


‘here was ight ahead; not any mystic 
phosphorescence, bat a Altered daylight 
“which could not come exsept from un 
now Sasures in tho elif’ that over- 
looked the waste valley. That such 


} fagares had eseaped notice from ouside 


‘was hardly remarkable, for aot ony ie 
the valley wholly uninhabited, but the 
Git is so high and beeing that only 
fin neronaut could study its face in d= 
{ail A few steps more, and our breaths 
‘were literally soatched from us by what 
‘we saw; so literally that Thornton, the 
pryehio investigator, actualy fainted in 
{the aras of the dated man who stood 
behind his. Norrys, his plump face 
‘utterly white and flabby, sbmply ered 
‘out inartielately; whilst T think that 
‘what T did was to gasp o hiss, and 
cover my eyes. 

‘The man behind me—the only one of 
the party older than T—eroaked the 
Inckneyed “My God!” in the most 
cracked voice T ever head. Of seven 
caltivated men, ooly Sir Wiliam Bria- 
ton retained his composure, 4 thing the 
spare to his edit bocauee he led the 
‘arty and must have seen the sight fest 

Tt was a bwilit grotto of enoraeus 
height, stretshing away farther than 
any. eye could see; a subterraneons 
world of Limitless mystery and horrible 
suggestion. There wore buildings and 
‘ther avoitetural remaina—in one ter 
rifled glance T saw a weir pattern of 
tumuli, « savage cirole of monoliths, a 
low-domed Roman ral, a sprawling 


sprawi- Saxon pile, and an early Buglish edifice 


‘of wood —but all then Were dwarfed by 
‘the ghoulish spectacte presented by the 
‘general surface of the ground. Por 


‘own, Noerys, used we he 
trenches, could aot walk straight when 
Ihe came out of the Bngiah building, It 
\eawa butcher shop and kitehen-—be bad 
‘expected that—bat it was too ach to 
‘ee familiar English implements fn uch 
4 place, and to read familiar English 
(roi there, some as recent as 1610. T 
ould not go in that building—that 
building whose daemon activities were 
stopped ouly by the dagger of my am 
‘rator Walter dela Poor. 

‘What I did venture to enter was the 
low Sazon building, whose oaken door 
had fallen, and there I found a terible 
row of (en atone eells with rasty bars 
‘Three had tenasts, all seletons of high 
irade, and on the bony foreinger of 
fne T found a seal ring with my own 
‘ontof-arma. Sir William found a vault 
‘with far older cells below the Rowan 
‘hapel, but these calle were empty. Be- 
low thera was a low erypt with eave of 


to light sulle which were slightly more 


‘might le behind bis yellow eyes 
Having grasped to some sight degree 
the frightful revelations of thie twiit 
aree—an area #0 hideously fore- 


ind. But there was plenty to engrom 
‘elore the seareblights showed that so- 
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‘cured inityof pits in whieh the rats 
land feasted, and whowe wudden lack of 
replenishoent bad driven the ravenous 
‘rodent army fist to turn on the living 
herds of starving things, and then to 
Dart forth from the priory in that 
storie orgy of devastation which the 
‘peasants will ever forget. 

God! those carton black pits of 
sawed, poked bones and opened skulls 
‘Those nightonare chasms choked with 


‘oules to our searchlight, and peopled 
by unnamablefancien, What, I thought, 
of the hapless rats that stumbled Into 
‘suc traps amidat the blackness of their 
‘gues in tie grisly Tartarust 

‘Once my foot sipped near w horribly 
ying brink and T had a moment of 
ecstatic fear. T must have been musing 
‘8 Tong time, for T could not wee any of 
the party but the plump Capt. Norryx 
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